
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

As disappointed as we are to find ourselves in a remote learning situation again, we find comfort in knowing we 

all survived last time and (most likely) will survive this round, too. 

At the end of remote learning in Term 2, we asked the students for feedback on their experiences and have spent 

a lot of time looking at this, along with the results from the parent survey. Using this information, as well as our 

own reflections from a teaching perspective, we have made some changes to the way things will run this time 

around. Please keep in mind that although we’d like to think we are super human people pleasers, we are never 

going to find the point where every single student and parent agrees with what we do or how we do it. We of 

course will continually reflect on things and may make changes as we go. If anyone has constructive feedback or 

suggestions, please let us know. 

Just like before, we will post updates on Compass, so please keep an eye out for information. We will also post 

the weekly overview on Compass for parents to see and on Google Classroom for students on Fridays. 

Just because they like to keep us on our toes, the Department of Education gave us all new email addresses (insert 

crying face here). These new email addresses are for parent communication. Students are asked to continue to 

use their teacher’s Tinternvale email address. Our new contact details are: 

5/6A – Linda Drew – Linda.Drew@education.vic.gov.au 

5/6B – Matt Elliott – Matthew.Elliott@education.vic.gov.au 

5/6C – Sarah Polmear – Sarah.Polmear@education.vic.gov.au 

5/6D – Lauren Heywood – Lauren.Heywood@education.vic.gov.au 

We’ve put together a little FAQ document. Here are some of the main questions we have been asked: 

How long should students work for each day? 

The Department of Education and Training (DET) guidelines are as follows: 

Literacy: 45-60 minutes 

Numeracy: 30-45 minutes 

Physical Activity: 30 minutes 

Other curriculum areas: 90 minutes 

In saying this, these are guidelines and we cannot stress enough the need for you to manage remote learning in 

your homes in any way you can. Jo has sent out notes that suggest 2-3 hours and to ensure a focus on wellbeing 

is at the forefront of everything.  

How much of the set work do students have to complete? 

On the remote learning overview each week, there will be highlighted tasks that we would like to be submitted 

or ‘turned in’ on Google Classroom. Although we wouldn’t call the rest of the work ‘optional’, it does need to 

managed by you and your child within the guidelines listed above. Students are expected to complete the 

Attendance Quiz each day by 11am. It is also an expectation that students join the daily Google Meets. Teachers 

are expected to mark attendance rolls each day and the Attendance Quiz and the daily Google Meets are what 

we use to take attendance. 

How do students submit or ‘turn in’ work on Google Classroom? 

There are a few options for submitting work. 

 If students have written work in their books, they need to take a clear photo of their work and upload the photo 

directly to the assignment on Google Classroom. *Note please do not insert a photo into a Google Doc and 

upload it that way – these photos are difficult to view. 

 If there is an existing Google Doc attached to a task, students type directly into that Doc and submit it on GC. 

 Students might also need to create their own Google Doc, which they need to name and then submit on GC. 

 



How do students communicate with their teachers and peers? 

Google Meet 

Each class has a daily Google Meet scheduled for 9:30am Monday to Thursday. This is an important daily meeting 

that students are expected to join. If your child cannot attend, please let your child’s teacher know via email. 

These video chats are first and foremost a way for the students to see and speak to each other every day. It is 

also an opportunity for teachers to check in from a wellbeing perspective. Finally, this is when we provide extra 

opportunities for students to seek guidance and assistance with their learning tasks. Please remind them to bring 

along any questions they have about their work to these daily meetings. This time we will have a whole level 

Google Meet that students can join at 9:30am each Friday. This will be an end of week celebration to share news 

and successes. 

‘Chat’ on Google 

This feature has been turned off for this round of remote learning. This is a direct result of feedback from teachers, 

students and parents. Although we acknowledge the important need for students to be able to communicate 

with their friends, they will need to use another form of communication outside of the ‘G-suite’. 

Gmail 

Students have access to a Gmail account, which should be used for school purposes only. Gmail should be checked 

regularly, as teachers often communicate with students and send Google Meet invites via email. This is also how 

students can ask their teachers for help with a specific task. 

What if my child is being supervised at school? 

Students attending school must bring all their learning resources with them. This includes books, pencil case and 

any other learning resources including borrowed school technology. They also need to bring food and a water 

bottle, as well as activities to keep them occupied and entertained in the afternoon once they’ve completed 

remote learning tasks. There will be no technology use after lunch at school. 

What if my child needs help?  

Students have the opportunity to ask questions during the class meeting each morning (Monday to Thursday), as 

well as through extra small group learning opportunities. Students can also email their teacher using their Gmail 

account. 

What can I do to help my child? 

Spend time going through the weekly overview together prior to Monday’s morning meeting and plan out the 

week of learning together. Help your child prioritise their work and find a balance between work and rest, 

especially if they are choosing to do most/all of their work using technology.  

If your child is stuck on something, help them reread through the instructions/questions and try to problem solve 

together.  

If they still need help, students can use the above methods to contact their teacher directly. We absolutely do 

not expect you to sit with your child all day and work with them. The vast majority of the work on Google 

Classroom is work that students should be able to do independently. Some students will find things challenging. 

That doesn’t mean they can’t do it (despite what they tell you ). Please encourage your child to have a go and 

assist them to problem solve. If your child is struggling with something or are unsure what to do, please please 

please help them to email their teacher to ask for help! When we are in the classroom it is easy to gauge when 

students are struggling. During remote learning, it is not possible for us to know they are having trouble with 

something unless they tell us! 


