5/6 Term 3
Newsletter
Welcome Back!
We hope you had a happy holiday, keeping warm and spending time with close family
and friends. A quick reminder that if you have any questions, you are welcome to
come and see us or contact teachers using the following emails:
5/6 A Rachel Mackay – rachel.mackay@education.vic.gov.au
5/6 B Jessica Sprague— jessica.sprague@education.vic.gov.au
5/6 C Jess Dailey— jessica.dailey@education.vic.gov.au
5/6 D Lauren Heywood— lauren.heywood@education.vic.gov.au

Please note, matters requiring urgent attention should not be emailed (e.g. a student
needing to be picked up early) as our focus during the day is teaching and we may not
check our email in time. In this case, please call the office and they will pass the
information along.

TERM 3 CURRICULUM
As we all know, every day is a busy day in 5/6. It is therefore important for students
to attend school every day to ensure they don’t miss any of the new and exciting
learning experiences. All lessons are differentiated to suit the needs of students in the
class as we make every effort to help students develop their love of learning!

Literacy
This term we will be continuing with our updated literacy program that is based on the
‘Science of Reading’. During literacy sessions students will develop competencies with
phonological awareness (the skill of identifying and manipulating units of sounds),
morphology investigation (study of words and how they are formed), and improving
fluency. Throughout this term we will develop our understanding of different texts in
the form of a ‘book club’ within our classrooms. In Writing, the focus will be on
Explanation and Poetry. We will continue implementing VCOP (Vocabulary, Connectives,
Openers and Punctuation), and Big Write. After enhancing their writing skills, students
combine these strategies to create interesting, exciting and creative writing pieces.
Please remember to have ‘Big Talks’ at home when the time rolls around as this has a
huge impact on your child's ability to transfer ideas onto the page.

Important Dates:
July 26th - Maths Family Night
August 3rd – House Athletics
August 22nd – Book Week
August 26th – Book Week
Dress Up Day
Week of September 5th –
Planning Week
September 9th – Schoolwide
Inquiry Showcase @ 3:00pm
September 13th – 16th – 5/6
Camp @ Phillip Island

Last day of Term – 16th
September (2:30pm
Dismissal)
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Maths
Students will revise learned skills and develop new ones. Working independently and in groups during these
sessions will enable students to experiment with ideas and learn from their peers. This term we plan to focus on
order of operations, angles, money/financial plans, interpreting data (mean, median, mode, and range), patterns
and algebra, and area, perimeter and capacity.

Inquiry
Throughout the term students will have the opportunity to gain a better understanding of Australian History. They
will investigate and explore what life was like in Britain in the 1700’s, the First Fleet, Colonisation and the impact
that had on Indigenous Australians, just to name a few topics.

Wellbeing
During Term 3 we will continue to cover the Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships curriculum. This
term’s focus is on gender and identity. The topic aims to assist children to:
• Analyse the impact of peer and adult actions in maintaining or changing contemporary gender norms
• Develop an awareness of the impact of gender norms in the attitudes and behaviours of those entering
adolescence
• Identify the standards and associated actions that underpin respectful gender relations.
We are continuing with Friendology, this term, a program which empowers students to become their own best
advocate in social situations and further develop positive social skills.

Mobile Phones and Smart Watches
We expect all students to exhibit exemplary online behaviour both in and out of school. At school, students use
digital devices and technology regularly and are learning about the appropriate use of these. We understand that
some students require/want mobile phones and smart watches. It is DET policy that students keep their
phones/smart watches in a locked cupboard with their teacher. Smart watches that can call or text out are
classed in the category as mobile phones. They need to be switched off and handed to the level teachers upon
arrival at school and collected at the end of the day.

Level 5/6 Team ~ Jess S, Rachel, Lauren and Jess D

