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2009 
 
MARCH 
 
Monday 16th 
School Council Meeting   
- 7:30pm 
 

APRIL 
 
Friday 3rd 
Last Day of Term 
Early Finish – 2:30pm 

 

Diary Dates  

CANTEEN 
Canteen is open, 

Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday 

 

MORNING TEA 
In recent weeks I have had the pleasure of joining several parents for 
morning tea in the OSHC room after Monday morning assembly. It 
has been most enjoyable chatting to parents in such a relaxed 
environment and I would like to encourage more parents to join us.  It 
is a terrific way to meet other people and it is also a great opportunity 
to find out more about the school or to ask specific questions about 
different aspects of the school. A special thank you to South Croydon 
Anglican Church for providing us with such a delicious morning tea 
each week.  If you are free after next week’s assembly, we’d love to 
see you! 

 
HOUSES 

Last year, the Student Transition Sub-committee, which was 
comprised of members from both Tinternvale and Croydon South, 
organised several activities to ensure that the merger proceeded 
smoothly for all of the students.  The committee also considered a 
range of issues that needed to be addressed to ensure that the 
students from both schools became one harmonious group.  This 
committee is to be commended for their excellent ideas; in particular, 
the publication of a regular community newsletter that was distributed 
to both schools. 
One of the decisions made by this committee was the introduction of 
Croydon South’s three houses at Tinternvale, to replace the houses 
that were in place at Tinternvale. A fourth house was introduced and 
a competition was held at both schools to name this house. The new 
house is Tarralla (yellow ochre); the other houses are Mundara 
(black), Kuranya (purple) and Barook (teal). 
Now that we are one school, the fairest way to organise the students 
into houses was to treat them all equally and to divide them randomly 
using a computer generated program. This means that students from 
both of the previous schools are now in a different house to the one 
they were in last year, and that each house has students from both 
schools. Family groups are all in the same house. 
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For house events, children are encouraged to dress in their house colours if they have any available 
items at home, but this is NOT compulsory. There is no expectation that students will purchase tee-
shirts in their house colours. On previous sports days at Tinternvale, some children have worn house 
colours in a variety of forms such as tee-shirts, hair accessories, arm bands or shoe laces, whilst 
some children have just worn their regular school uniform. There is no definitely no expectation for 
anyone to purchase tee-shirts in house colours. 

 
LATE ARRIVALS 

Recently, there have been many children consistently arriving late for school.  This disadvantages 
their educational opportunities in so many ways. To assist your children to obtain every possible 
benefit from their school day, it is important to ensure that they arrive on time. 
Schools are required to electronically record all student absences and late arrivals and this 
information is transmitted to the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development.  As 
regular and punctual school attendance is so vital to a child’s educational development, I have 
included the following excerpt from a departmental resource package called “IT’S NOT OK TO BE 
AWAY”.  

 

Why óItôs Not OK to Be Late to Schoolô 
Students being late to school can have an effect on the teacher, other students in their class and 
themselves in the following ways. 
Latecomers: 

¶ miss out on talking to their class teacher before school 

¶ miss out on playing with other children before school 

¶ miss out on organisation time, for example getting their workbooks and pencil case from their 
tub and setting up their table for the day 

¶ miss out on roll marking, lunch orders being sent to the canteen and taking monies or notices 
to the office – and their notices and lunch orders often stay in their school bag 

¶ miss out on learning time when they take their lunch order to the canteen and monies or 
notices to the office 

¶ miss out on hearing what’s happening for the day 

¶ are often unsure about what they have to do in the lesson 

¶ can arrive at their classroom, find that their class has moved and then waste time 
            wandering around the school searching for the group 

¶ can arrive at their classroom to find that their class has gone to a specialist lesson and they do 
not know where to go 

¶ particularly miss out on reading and writing learning time 

¶ find learning becomes disjointed and difficult 

¶ are failing to take responsibility for their learning 

¶ tend not to see being late as a problem 

¶ are often unapologetic to the teacher and the class 

¶ distract other students when they arrive. 
Teachers: 

¶ need to repeat instructions and/or find extra sheets or material before late students can begin 
working 

¶ need to give late students extra attention so that they know what has happened or what the 
class is doing 

¶ can be expected by the parents of latecomers to be available although teaching has 
            begun 

¶ have to find time to communicate their concerns to parents about unexplained 
            absenteeism and late attendance by phone, a note or a meeting after school. 

 

Lorraine Gamble  

 

 



OSHCLUB        
Week starting 16th March 
Indoor    Outdoor 
Finger Puppets   Man, Ant, Elephant 
Catch a Positive Vibe  Active After School Program 
Whirly Birds    Change Tag 
Feed the Ants   Ring on a String 
Follow the Footprints  Semi Circle Ball 

 
OSHCLUB  NEWS  
Dear Parents, 
 Please remember, Before and After School Care (and holiday programs if applicable) will only be 
available to families who: 
  
1 – Have provided a credit card for ongoing payment 
2 – Have provided a direct debit from a cheque or savings account for ongoing payment 
3 – Or pay in advance by cheque or money order  
  
Unfortunately, if you have still not provided either 1, 2 or 3 you will not be able to use the service from 
Monday 23rd March. 
  
Please remember you can now enrol, mange your bookings and provide your credit card and direct 
debit details online at www.oshclub.com.au 
  
  
The OSHClub Before and After Care Team 
 Queries call: 9543 3077 

 
HOP! HOP! HOP!  
Easter is nearly here and so is our annual Easter Raffle!  Tickets will be sent home shortly, so buy 
one or buy all. First prize is a Cadbury Easter Hamper full of lots of yummy goodies, donated by our 
friends at Cadbury. A big thank you to them. There are also prizes for 2nd, 3rd and 4th.  Tickets are 
12 for $10 or $1 each, and money is due back no later than Wednesday 1st April.  Raffle will be 
drawn on Thursday 2nd April, just in time for the holidays!!  Good luck.     
 
Fundraising Committee. 

 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB  
Students have received Book Club pamphlets last week. 
All orders for Issue #2 are due back at school by Friday 13th March. Please note that late orders will 
not be accepted.  
Thank you. 

 
RESOURCE CENTRE NOTICE  
Dear Parents, 
The Croydon South and Tinternvale Catalogue data is being merged. 
During this process no additional returns or borrows can be added to the system. The merge is done 
externally and will take appox 2 weeks. The children may hold the books they have or return them to 
the Resource Centre. 
 
T.Kirkup 
Teacher - Library 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.oshclub.com.au


 

 

 

 

Black Saturday 
A poem by Robbie Lees 4B 

 

The smell of bushfire 

The smell of smoke 

Panic fills the air 

The heat grows 

The smoke gets thicker 

 

Dogs howl 

People scream 

Burnt trees crash 

Houses fall 

Silence comes 

 

The front passes 

Smoke eases 

Pain appears 

Eyes sting 

Lungs Burn 

 

Nothing left 

All silent 

Only ash 

Everything is black 

Tears are all that is left. 

 
 
 
 
 

DATES FOR PROPOSED TOURS OF NORWOOD 
SECONDARY COLL EGE IN 2009  

Tours of Norwood Secondary College have been organised for the dates listed below in 2009. 
Bookings are necessary for tours and interested persons should telephone 9871 0400 to organise a 
suitable date. Tours commence at 9:30am from the general office and are of approximately one hour 
duration. An Open Night will be held on Wednesday 29 April commencing at 7:30pm. 
Wednesday, 11 March 

¶ Friday, 13 March 

¶ Wednesday, 18 March 

¶ Friday, 20 March 

¶ Wednesday, 25 March 

¶ Friday, 27 March 

 
 

 
 

¶ Wednesday, 1 April 

¶ Wednesday, 22 April 

¶ Friday, 1 May 

¶ Wednesday 6 May 

¶ Friday, 8 May 

¶ Wednesday, 13 May 

¶ Friday, 15 May 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BUDDIES  
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Ringwood Secondary College 

Tour dates for 2009 
Please contact the College on 9870 2002 to reserve a time on one of the tours listed below. 
Tours will commence at 9.10 am (unless shown otherwise) and will last approximately 90 minutes. 
Meet student ambassadors in the link corridor adjacent to the General Office. 
 
 

Monday 16 March, 23 March, 30 March, 27 April, 4 May, 11 
May 

Tuesday 17 March, 24 March, 31 March, 21 April, 28 April, 5 
May 

Wednesday 18 March, 25 March, 1 April, 22 April, 6 May 

Friday 20 March, 27 March, 1 May, 8 May 

Saturday 2 May (9.30 am in the Library) 

 
 
The College Information evening for Grade 6 families will be held on  
Tuesday, 5 May.  Information sessions will be held in the college hall at 7.00 pm (repeated at 8.00 
pm). 
 
 
 

   
                    
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 


