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WHAT IS INQUIRY LEARNING?

As most of you know, at Tinternvale we follow an inquiry learning
approach to teaching. However, some of you may wonder what this
actually means for the students.

The Victorian Essential Learning Standards, which guide our program
planning, support an inquiry learning approach encouraging students
to ask key questions for investigations in different curriculum areas.
Inquiry learning can take a variety of forms, such as integrated
curriculum, issue/problem based, action led, negotiated or play based
inquiry. Inquiry learning involves students:

« asking questions, building on prior knowledge and making their
own discoveries

« finding out information from primary sources to answer
generative questions and develop deep conceptual
understandings

e making connections between ideas, learning domains and
experiences.

The benefits of using an inquiry approach are significant because this
approach:

« considers the connections across learning areas, as well as the
way that individual students learn

« allows learning to be more relevant, as concepts are learned in
context and relate to existing knowledge

« requires that content is relevant, integrating multiple
aspects/concepts simultaneously

e provides students in secondary schools with an understanding
behind vocational training and links schools to the wider
community and jobs in the workplace

e assists in the management of a crowded curriculum as it
combines a number of expected outcomes into rich assessment
tasks whilst enabling skills to be developed in context and
across domains

e provides students with meaningful links between activities,
rather than jumping from ‘subject’ to ‘subject’ with little
contextual relevance

e supports students to become autonomous learners.
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DIARY DATES

2009

OCTOBER

Friday 30"
Jog-a-thon

Thurs 29" - Wed 4" Nov
Spring Book Fair

NOVEMBER

Tuesday 3™
Cup Day Holiday

Sunday 8*
Bunnings Sausage Sizzle

Monday 9*"

Finance Meeting 5:30pm
School Council Meeting
7:30pm

Mon 16* - Fri 20%*"
Pyjama Day and Disco’s

Mon 16th
LOTE forum 7:30pm

CANTEEN
Canteen is open,
Monday, Wednesday
and Friday
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In recent years, the teachers at Tinternvale
have spent a lot of time developing their
expertise and skills in the inquiry learning
approach. We have found that it caters for a
wide range of learning styles and learning
needs, it encourages students to be self-
motivated, and it makes children’s learning
relevant by linking their understandings with
‘real-life” experiences.

SCHOOL UNIFORM

Please ensure that your child wears correct
uniform to school. Recently, several children
have been wearing items of clothing and
jewellery that are not permissible. Our Uniform
Policy has been attached to this week’s Tintalk
to remind everyone of the expectations at
Tinternvale. We would greatly appreciate it if
parents could discuss the policy with their
children. No black leggings or jeans please!

TRANSFERS

If your child will be transferring to another
school in 2010, could you please notify the
office? It is really important for the school to
receive this information as soon as possible.

BIKE RACKS

We need to move one of the upstairs bike
racks downstairs and place it with the others
near the library. Do we have any parents who
would be willing to do this after school one day
or on a weekend? Please let the office know if
you can help us with this request. Thank you!

Lovraine Gamble

OSHCLUB, WEEK STARTING

2"° NOVEMBER

Hama Beads
Chocolate Spiders
Hard Pictures
Jack Straws
Bowling

Paper Throw
AAS.P

Zombie Tiggy
Popcorn Making
Island Soccer

EMA

The second round of EMA cheques have
arrived. These need to be signed for at the
school office as soon as possible

DON’T .
FORGET! G

Tinternvale Primary
School Fundraising
Committee Jog-a-thon
tomorrow at 11:30am.
All sponsorship forms and money to be
returned to school by Friday 6™ November.
All volunteers to be at school by 11:15am

INTRODUCTION OF THE
VICTORIAN SCHOOL NUMBER

Our school is working with the Department of
Education and Early Childhood Development to
allocate a Victorian Student Number (VSN) to
each student at the school.

The VSN is a student identification number that
is being assigned to all students in government
and non-government schools, and students in
Vocational Education and Training Institutions.
The number, which is unique to each student,
will be used as a key identifier on a student’s
school records, and will remain with the student
throughout his or her education, until reaching
the age of 25. The VSN is nine digits long,
randomly assigned, and tied to stable
information about the student (name, gender,
date of birth).

The introduction of the Victorian Student
Number will provide the capability to accurately
detect patterns of student movement through,
and departure from, the Victorian education
and training system. It will greatly improve the
collection and analysis of timely and accurate
data about education in Victoria. The
Department collects information to track
improvements made to the education system,
identify areas that require further improvement,
and to analyse trends and identify future
needs. The VSN will improve the accuracy,
reliability and completeness of this information,
providing a better basis for assessing needs
and developing policies to meet them.

You will see the VSN appear on student report
cards, enrolment confirmations, and exit
confirmations.

If you want to know more about the VSN
please see
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/q
overnance/vsn/overview.htm




Tinternvale Primary School

Uniform Policy

Rationale
Identification with the school and its ideals is promoted by the wearing of a distinctive, acceptable
school uniform.

Purpose
The purpose of the policy is to ensure that the whole school community is aware of the uniform
requirements for all students at Tinternvale Primary School.

Implementation
e Students will wear the uniform at all times that they are at school or on school business except
when directed by school staff in the following occasions when the wearing of the uniform may be
inappropriate
e on school camps
e at sporting events
e when a member of a performing group
e designated out of uniform days
e The school uniform should be versatile and economical. The school colours are red and navy
blue, blended basically as red tops with school logo, and plain navy blue bottoms. (no denim)
e The uniform will be available from the uniform shop, which will be staffed by parent volunteers.

Summer Uniform- Girls and Boys Winter Uniform- Girls and boys
e Red t-shirt or polo shirt with the e Red t-shirt or polo shirt with the
school logo school logo or red skivvy
¢ Plain navy shorts e Plain navy pants (not jeans)
¢ Red windcheater, rugby top or e Plain red windcheater, rugby top
bomber jacket with school logo or bomber jacket with school
logo
e Navy or white socks e Navy or white socks
e Appropriate safe footwear as e Appropriate safe footwear such
designated by the Principal as school shoes, sport shoes or
school sandals
e Students may also wear a dress e Students may also wear navy
in the school material tights, navy skirt or navy
pinafore

e To comply with Sunsmart standards, hats must be worn outside during term 1 and 4. Hats are

navy blue with school logo, either legionnaire or surf hat style. Baseball caps are unacceptable.

The only jewellery permissible is sleeper earrings or small studs for ears.

Nail polish and make-up are not to be worn including on out of uniform days.

Hair accessories must be in school colours

Grade 6- Children in Grade 6 have the option of wearing a specially designed windcheater and

polo top if they choose. The tops will be navy blue with white writing.

¢ Clothing worn on free dress day must be appropriate for the occasion. Tintalk will contain the
relevant information.

Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s review cycle.
Ratified by School Council on 21/11/05




Parent Information Forum

Monday, November 16
at 7.30 pm

In the Multipurpose Room

A significant project in our School Strategic Plan 2009-2012 was to review
our L.O.T.E program. Mr Charles Addison (Japanese specialist teacher)
has invited Lili Cvetkovic (School Development Officer, LOTE) to facilitate
discussions about LOTE.

The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development expects that schools provide
Languages other than English (L.O.T.E) from Prep to Year 10. A quality program offers classes
each week taught by a qualified LOTE teacher.

Why learn a language other than English?
Learning a language:
e develops an understanding of how languages work which leads to improved
literacy skills, including English literacy
e helps students develop critical thinking, analysis and problem solving skills
e teaches students about other peoples, their ideas and ways of thinking
e inspires interest in and respect for other cultures

e enhances employment and career prospects

e contributes to social cohesiveness through better communication and
understanding

e contributes to economic, diplomatic and strategic development.

Number attending..........................

RSVP 12" November




BILLY CART

NEWS$

The Level 4 students have been involved in our
Billy Cart unit. This unit is student driven and
we have formed groups of five or six students.
The aim of this unit is to build a Billy Cart and
help develop our team skills. The school has
provided each group with $50 to get started
with making a Billy cart, creating a fundraising
stall and making a banner and uniforms for
each of the team members. To make the Billy
Cart Day even more fun, we need sponsors to
give us money, tools or materials.

We have already got a few
donations from the parents
businesses such as:

really kind
and their

$50 and many materials from Graham
and Marie Robinson
carpenters
97204544
mob: 0418101266

0 GMR and

$20 from Neal Glover
60St or mfr oph: 88iP4aR3 a 6

$50 from Melinda Blythe
OWedding fl ower s

$100 from James Conroy-Welby and
Emma Parker
060James Wel by
97299944

Aut omo

$20 from Anna and Terry Douglass

$50 from Tony Wilson

et co

060Caseybs Top
ph: 9707 0090
34 Bakers Rd, Clyde Victoria. 3978

Ca tezr y

Thanks to all who have sponsored a Billy Cart
team or provided materials. We still need more
support though and are relying on parents to
help us out. On behalf of Level 4 thanks and
keep looking out for opportunities to help out.

By Courtney, Samantha, Lachlan, Jacqui and
Abbie

The mowing group for this
weekend 31/10/09, 1/11/09

Scott Wiseman

Kevin & Rhonda Neligan

David & Elisabeth McLellan
Alex & Veronica Vandenbroeck
Matt Turner

Collin O'Loughlin

The mowing group for the
following weekend

Sean Butler

Colin Reyment

Stuart Currie

Anthony Willis

Corey Adams

Dianne & Shaun Heeley
Debbie & Matt Blythe
buil der so

POPPIES

Remembrance Day Poppies are
now on sale. Prices start at 50c for

a poppy, to $3.00 for an armband.

All donations go to the RSL General Appeals
Patriotic Fund.
Remembrance Day i 11" November.

ph: 0408280053

p h:

tived ph:
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SPRING BOOK FAIR

The children use a wide range of selec tion and maths skills during the fair,
and take home some excellent books that will encourage ownership of books
and reading.
The BOOK FAIR has become a highlight for the children and with your
support the Fair will be both fun and profitable for the schoo l.

SECRETS
If you would like to buy without the children for Birthday or Christmas
presents the Book Fair will be open until 5:30pm this Thursday and Friday.
Also Next Monday and Wednesday.




