
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CANT EEN  

Canteen is open, 

Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday 
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AUGUST  

 

Monday 3
rd

 

-Finance Committee 
Meeting   -5:30pm 
 
-School Council Meeting  
-7:30pm 

 

Monday 10
th  

Fundraising Meeting 
-7:30pm 
 

Saturday 15
th

 

Trivia Night ï 7:00pm 

 

SCHOOL STARTING AG E 

A question that is often a cause of concern for many prospective Prep 
families is ñWhen should my child start school?ò The age at which 
children commence their formal education at school is a difficult 
decision that all parents face.  The only definitive statement on this 
issue comes from the DEECD, which sets the minimum age of school 
entry to 5 years by 30 April. Children of less than the minimum age for 
whom admission is sought, can only be admitted with the prior written 
approval of the Regional Director.  
 
Early entry age is not encouraged by the Department of Education and 
approval will only be provided in those exceptional circumstances 
where the Regional Director has strong grounds for believing that 
adherence to the entry age may result in long-term disadvantage for 
students in their schooling.  It should be noted that school readiness is 
not sufficient grounds to define exceptionality. 
 
Whilst most education systems rely on chronological age as the basis 
for school readiness, there is no common agreement about the age at 
which children are considered best ready for school.  This is not 
surprising when one considers that age is only one of several variables 
that need to be taken into account when assessing a childôs readiness 
for school. 
 
Children of similar chronological age can exhibit a wide range of skills, 
abilities, and maturity levels that must certainly influence any decisions 
made regarding formal schooling.  This is very much a case of viewing 
each child as an individual, with the respective starting ages of friends 
and siblings being largely irrelevant. 
 
As parents you have the most intimate knowledge of your child, but 
preschool teachers are a very valuable resource in this area as they 
see your children in an entirely different environment and on a regular 
basis.  I would certainly encourage anyone with concerns about their 
childôs readiness for school, to talk to the appropriate preschool staff. 
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When do school enrolments close? Like many 
primary schools, Tinternvale P.S. does not 
have an official date when enrolments actually 
close. However, all primary schools in the 
Maroondah network do request that families 
enrol by the end of term 2, as it greatly assists 
us with the organisation of our transition 
programs, and with our forward planning for the 
following year.  It is important for us to know as 
early as possible how many Prep. classes we 
need to organise next year, to ensure that we 
have the right number of teachers for them. 
 
It is essential for us to have an accurate picture 
of our 2010 Prep as soon as possible. If you 
have not enrolled your child as yet, please do 
so in the next couple of weeks so that we can 
plan next yearôs staffing requirements.  If you 
have any friends or neighbours who intend 
sending their children to Tinternvale next year, 
please encourage them to visit the school for a 
guided tour and to complete an enrolment form 
as soon as possible. 

PREP CLASSROOM UPGRADE  

Last term we were notified that we have 
received a $200,000 National School Pride 
Grant to upgrade our Early Years classrooms.  
Although, the plans for this project have not 
been finalised as yet, the work must be 
completed by early February, 2010. The project 
will be directed at upgrading the Prep 
classrooms to create a more stimulating indoor 
and outdoor learning environment.  The new, 
modernised classrooms will open onto an 
outdoor decking and a special play area.  
Current research shows that outdoor learning 
space is very important for children, particularly 
those in their early years of schooling. This is 
exciting news for new Prep families! 

VISITORS õ BADGES 

This is another  reminder about the schoolôs 
requirement for  visitors to report to the general 
office to obtain a visitorsô badge before entering 
other areas of the buildings or the grounds and 
that there is also a requirement for visitors to 
sign in and state the purpose of their visit.  This 
policy is in place for the safety and wellbeing of 
all of our students and staff. We are very 
mindful of the fact that one of the greatest 
concerns for parents is the safety of their 
children whilst they are at school, and we share 
that concern with you.  It is very important for 
us to support one another in the area of 
student safety. 

THANK YOU!  

A big thank you to our Safety House 
Committee for organising terrific ñYellow Dayò 
activities on Monday.  It was a very effective 
way of reminding the students about the 
importance of Safety Houses. 

Lorraine Gambl e 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK  

2A     Montanna / Hari  
2B                  Holly  
2C             Ollie  
2D          Mikayla  
2E           Ethan  
3D                Lucy  
3E            Shayne  
4A            Jack  
4B                Odol  
4C               Annie  
4D        Ashleigh  

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE 

ALLOWANCE  

Second Instalment 

If you were paid the EMA for the first instalment 
and your child is enrolled at the school at the 
same school for the second instalment, you will 
not be required to complete a new application 
for the second instalment. 
 
If you did not apply for the EMA in the first 
instalment, you must submit the second 
instalment application to the school by 7 
August 2009. 
 
Please make sure your concession card is 
valid as of 13 July 2009. 
 
To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must: 

¶ Be either a parent of guardian of a 
primary or secondary school student up 
to the age of sixteen: and 

 

¶ Be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink 
pension, allowance or benefit within the 
meaning of the State Concessions Act 
2004 or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) 
pensioner or be a foster parent.  
 

 



OSHC  CLUB                         

WEEK STARTING 27
TH

 JULY  

Seed Men       Balsawood Crafts 
Reporters Notebook                        AASP 
Cool Cushions                   Volleyball 
Critter Candles                         Tiggy 
Finger Paint          Top Playground 

CHOCOLATES  

Chocolates went home on Monday.  All money 
and left over chocolates are to be returned to 
school by Monday 17th August 2009.  Each 
box has 50 chocolates in it, not 48 as printed 
on the box.  Chocolates are $1.20 each with a 
box selling for $60.00.  If anyone would like 

further boxes to sell could they please see the 
office. 

FATHERS DAY  

Keep an eye out for bargains while shopping 
for gifts for the Fathers Day stall. All donations 
can be left at the office marked ñFathers Dayò 
and are gratefully accepted.  

TRIVIA NIGHT  

If you havenôt already booked a table youôd 
better get in quick. Tickets are $10.00 and full 
payment must be made two weeks prior to the 
event. Theme is ñWinter Christmasò. Also if 
anyone would like to donate a prize please 
leave it at the office labelled ñTrivia Nightò. All 
sponsors are acknowledged in the newsletter 
and on the night.  

MOWING TEAM FOR THIS 

WEEKEND  (25, 26/07/09)  

Sean Butler 
Stuart Currie 
Anthony Willis 
Corey Adams 
Dianne & Shaun Heeley 
Debbie & Matt Blythe 

MOWING TEAM FOR THE 

FOLLOWING WEEKEND             

(1 , 2/08/09)  

Scott Wiseman 
Kevin & Rhonda Neligan 
David & Elisabeth McLellan 
Alex & Veronica Vandenbroeck 
Matt Turner 
Collin O'Loughlin 

CONCERT DATES FOR 2009 

PERFORMING ARTS  

There was some confusion this week with two 
notices sent home regarding the dates for the 
Level Four Production of ñWhat A Lot Of 
Nonsense ï Alice in Wonderlandò.  Please put 
the following into your diaries and disregard the 
notice with different dates: 
 
Cast A:                  4A and 4C students 

   Monday 31 August 
   Wednesday 2 September 

    
Cast B:   4B and 4D students 

   Tuesday 1 September 
   Thursday 3 September 

 
ALL students are required to attend as they 
ALL have dialogue in the show.  If a student is 

not going to be performing, I must receive a 
note from their parent within the next week.  As 
you can appreciate, hours of work goes in to a 
production this large and one person missing 
can destroy all of this hard work and throw out 
the other performers on the stage trying to 
cope with missing people and dialogue. 
 
The students are to arrive at the theatre at 6.00 
pm and the show will commence at 7.00 pm.  
More information will be sent home from me 
closer to the date.  You will also receive a 
Costume notice very soon. 

TICKETS  

The parents of the Level Four students would 
have received a ticket notice this week in 
relation to the Production.  Please return your 
requests as soon as possible.  The children are 
so lucky to get the chance to perform on a 
proper stage, with costumes made especially 
for them and with professional sound and 
lighting.  Most adults will never experience this 
in their lives.  So please support your children 
by getting your ticket requests in as soon as 
you can. 

LEVEL ONE CONCERT DATES:  

Tuesday 8 December: 1A         6.00 pm 
    1B         6.30 pm 
    1C         7.00 pm 

mailto:fizzy@optusnet.com.au


LEVEL TWO CONCERT DATES:  

Wednesday 9 December: 2A         6.00 pm 
    2B         6.30 pm 
    2C         7.00 pm 
 
Thursday 10 December: 2D         6.00 pm 
    2E         6.30 pm 

LEVEL THREE CO NCERT DATES:  

This year, the Level Three students will be 
performing one Concert in their class group at 
these times: 
 
Tuesday 27 October: 3A         6.00 pm 
    3B         6.40 pm 
    3C         7.20 pm 
 
Wednesday 28 October 3D         6.00 pm 
    3E         6.40 pm 
 
There will also be a Choir Performance 
Evening.  The date for this is still to be 
finalised.  Once it is, I will let you know.   
 
Please write the above dates in your diary. The 
Level One, Two and Three Concerts will take 
place in the Multi-purpose Room.  There will be 
no cost to attend these Concerts. 
 

Kind regards, 
Di Crough 

Performing Arts Teacher 

COMMUNITY NEWS                    

Are you parenting teenagers, working with 
youth, teaching young people, or interested in 
understanding more about the culture of 
adolescents and how to communicate with 
them?   
THEN THIS IS FOR YOU! 
  
Dr Michael Carr-Gregg PhD 
ñThe Adolescent Universe - How to Thrive with 
Youthò 
  
Thursday 27th August 2009 
7.15pm (for a prompt 7.30pm start) - 9.00pm 
Ringwood Church of Christð13 Bedford Road 
Ringwood  
(Ample parking in rear car-park off Pitt Street) 
Tickets are $25.00 per person (pre-purchase 
only) includes supper 
  
This will be an evening to hear one of 
Australia's most in demand speakers on a wide 

variety of subjects associated with 
adolescence, health, lifestyle and well being.  
  
There will be time for questions and discussion 
at the conclusion of the presentation as well as 
tea, coffee and hot chocolate! 
  
To register and purchase ticket/s please fill out 
the attached form and return to 13 Bedford Rd 
Ringwood 3134 or contact the office: Ph. 9870 
8169 or Email. office@ringwoodchurch.org.au  
  
There is also information available on our 
website: www.ringwoodchurch.org.au  

Level 4 students made these 

comments about Safety House  

Á Constable Julie reminded us not to walk 

down alleyways alone.                 

Jack B. 

Á It was interesting to find out that 10 year 

old children can be sentenced to time in 

a juvenile prison.                  

Max M. 

Á Even if a dog is chasing you a Safety 

House can help.                 

Alex H. 

Á I thought a Safety House was mainly for 

little kids but now I know that it is 

important for kids of my age to know 

about safety issues as we are the ones 

who have more independence and are 

more likely to be out and about on our 

own.                          

Lachie Ph. 

Á Constable Julie made the message 

about Safety Houses even more 

interesting.                                 

Connor S. 

Á It doesnôt matter how old you are you 

can still use a Safety House.   

Nick M. 

Á It is good to have the Safety House 

message refreshed in our memories 

year after year.                     

Shanice and Rebecca 

mailto:office@ringwoodchurch.org.au
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Safety 

House Yellow 

Day 2009  
 

Ima visits Tinternvale!  

Children enjoyed a visit from Ima on 
Safety House Yellow Day on Monday 
20th July! Ima has been practising 
dancing and entertained the students 
with some great dancing at assembly. 

 

Prepsé 

Prep students were all given a show bag 
of Safety House stationery items and 
stickers, as well as yellow-iced 
cupcakes baked by our local Master 
Chef of cakes, Faye Kidd (who is on the 
Safety House Committee).  Thank you 
Faye for giving the prep children this 
treat! 

 
 

 

Police visit  

Senior Constable Julie Simpson from 
Croydon Police Station spoke with 
children about the Safety House 
program, safety issues and about her 
job as a policewoman. Julie encouraged 
all children to discuss with their parents 
what to do if they are alone and worried 
about another person or animalôs 
behaviour. She stressed the importance 
of having a plan so that children know 
what to do in such a situation.  
 

Brochures.  
All Tinternvale students were given two 
brochures about the Safety House 
program this week; one for children 
about when to use a Safety House, and 
one for parents about the Safety House 
program in general. Please have a look 
at these brochures and discuss use of 
Safety Houses with your child/children. 



More Safety Houses, please!  
With the increased number of students 
walking and riding to school, it is 
essential that we maintain studentsô 
safety by having as many Safety 
Houses as possible in the area. The 
Safety House zone for Tinternvale is 
outlined in the map below. If you live 
within this zone, and are home 50% of 
the time between 8 to 9 am and 3 to 4 
pm on weekdays, we urge you to 
consider becoming a Safety House. 
 

The presence of Safety Houses in an 
area has been shown to act as a 
deterrent to undesirable street 
behaviour, even though the Safety 
Houses themselves rarely need to be 

used. 
 
 
 

Parents who work from home may be 
there at the required times to be a 
Safety House, or perhaps you have a 
retired neighbour who is normally home 
at these times. Safety House applicants 
do not necessarily need to have 
students at Tinternvale. We welcome all 
caring adults from the community (who 
meet the criteria) to the program!  
 
Application forms are available from the 
school office, otherwise contact 
Leeanne Carruthers at Tinternvale, or 
Kathryn Lorimer (parent and Safety 
House Committee President, 
Kathryn@Lorimer.id.au, or leave a 
message at the office). 
 

Monitoring é. just a walk 

down the street ! 

A big thank you to Alisa Hammersley 
and Paula Llewellyn who recently 
volunteered to join the team of people 
who monitor Safety Houses! Monitoring 
is an important part of making sure 
signage on Safety Houses is current and 
accurate. We are still in need of two 
more volunteers to walk specified routes 
and check Safety House plaques once 
or twice per term. This is an EASY and 
ENJOYABLE activity, as it is really just a 
walk in your local community, at a time 
of your choosing (within a specified 
month).  Please leave your name and 
phone number at the school office, or 
contact Leeanne Carruthers  or Kathryn 
Lorimer (details above) for more 
information. 
 
Together, we can all help make our 
community safe for our children.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tinternval

e P.S. 


